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Are you New to Our Newsletter? 

Check WWW.BetaAlpha.Com  

For Back Issues. 

Π Κ Φ  Π Κ Φ  Π Κ Φ  Π Κ Φ  Nat ional  Fratern i ty   
Beta Alpha Chapter  

Q:     Why did you want to Q:     Why did you want to Q:     Why did you want to Q:     Why did you want to 

join a fraternity?join a fraternity?join a fraternity?join a fraternity?    

A:     “A:     “A:     “A:     “There were no dormito-
ries at that time and the 
fraternities provided the so-
cial life.  Campus life was 
quite different then and fra-
ternities were thriving at that 
time. It was an easy deci-
sion. Joining a fraternity 

meant having a social life.” 

 

Q:     What made Beta Alpha Q:     What made Beta Alpha Q:     What made Beta Alpha Q:     What made Beta Alpha 
your choice over other frater-your choice over other frater-your choice over other frater-your choice over other frater-

nities? nities? nities? nities?     

A:     “A:     “A:     “A:     “I knew more people at 
Pi Kappa Phi than any other 
Fraternity.  I had no idea 
what a National Fraternity 
was at this time and almost 

joined a local.” 

Q:     Was there one person Q:     Was there one person Q:     Was there one person Q:     Was there one person 
who influenced you more who influenced you more who influenced you more who influenced you more 

than anyone else to join?than anyone else to join?than anyone else to join?than anyone else to join?    

A:     “A:     “A:     “A:     “There were actually 
many people who influ-
enced me. However, the 
one person who influ-
enced me the most was 
Russ Chomiak. Russ was 
from my hometown, Clifton, 
NJ and he was a great sales-
man. There were many oth-
ers but Chomiak influenced 

me more than anyone.” 

Q:     What was your best Q:     What was your best Q:     What was your best Q:     What was your best 

Pledge Experience?Pledge Experience?Pledge Experience?Pledge Experience?    

A:     “A:     “A:     “A:     “We took a pledge trip 
to visit other chapters. It was 
a great road trip and great 
weekend.  It made me real-
ize for the first time what it 
was like to be joining a na-

tional organization.” 

 

Q:     What was your most Q:     What was your most Q:     What was your most Q:     What was your most 
memorable experience as memorable experience as memorable experience as memorable experience as 

an undergraduate?an undergraduate?an undergraduate?an undergraduate?    

A:     “A:     “A:     “A:     “The summer after I 
was initiated I went to my 

first Supreme Chapter in 
Chicago. There were five of 
us including Tom Creaven, 
Joe Zengota, Charlie Forman 
and Steve DePalma. We had 
a blast. It was a very intense 
convention politically and I 
received a tremendous edu-
cation about the organiza-
tion. We hung out with our 
brothers from Alpha Xi Chap-
ter. They were a very wild 
and fun group. I had a great 

time. 

 I have one lasting 
impression from that con-
vention that I will never for-
get. I was getting on a hotel 
elevator with some really old 
Southern gentlemen. He was 
having difficulty walking and 
was leaning on a cane. I no-
ticed he was wearing a Su-
preme Chapter Nametag. I 
could not believe the dedica-
tion of this really old Pi 
Kapp. His presence made 
me realize what a wonder-
ful commitment some peo-

ple have made to Pi Kappa 

Phi.” 

    

Q:     Why did you stay active Q:     Why did you stay active Q:     Why did you stay active Q:     Why did you stay active 

after you graduated?after you graduated?after you graduated?after you graduated?    

A:     “A:     “A:     “A:     “Al Brown was the rea-

Volume 7  

SPOTLIGHT  ON . . .  
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MR .  P I  KAPPA  PHI  2009  
An Interview with Jim Krucher      By Pat GuerraAn Interview with Jim Krucher      By Pat GuerraAn Interview with Jim Krucher      By Pat GuerraAn Interview with Jim Krucher      By Pat Guerra    

J IM  KRUCHER  

Continued PG 3 



FOUNDERS  DAY  2009  

Beta Alpha Corp. 

Board of Trustees 
Pat Guerra BA 629Pat Guerra BA 629Pat Guerra BA 629Pat Guerra BA 629    

President 

Bill Nichols BA 478Bill Nichols BA 478Bill Nichols BA 478Bill Nichols BA 478    

Vice President 

John F. Lee BA 385John F. Lee BA 385John F. Lee BA 385John F. Lee BA 385    

Treasurer 

Lev Minsky BA 653Lev Minsky BA 653Lev Minsky BA 653Lev Minsky BA 653    

Secretary 

Joe Chapski BA 264Joe Chapski BA 264Joe Chapski BA 264Joe Chapski BA 264    

NJAC President 

Jim Krucher BA 341Jim Krucher BA 341Jim Krucher BA 341Jim Krucher BA 341    

Director of Public Relations 

John Pugliesi BA 40John Pugliesi BA 40John Pugliesi BA 40John Pugliesi BA 402 

Past President 

FraFraFraFrank Vento BA 634nk Vento BA 634nk Vento BA 634nk Vento BA 634    
Member at Large 

Brian DeCastro BA 696Brian DeCastro BA 696Brian DeCastro BA 696Brian DeCastro BA 696    

Chapter Advisor 

Paul Foglia BA Paul Foglia BA Paul Foglia BA Paul Foglia BA 735735735735    
Member at Large 

Ilya Naumov BA 698Ilya Naumov BA 698Ilya Naumov BA 698Ilya Naumov BA 698    
Member at Large 

Kaeside Iwuagwu BA 756 Kaeside Iwuagwu BA 756 Kaeside Iwuagwu BA 756 Kaeside Iwuagwu BA 756     

Undergraduate Archon 

Page 2  

Do you have old photo albums or other Beta Alpha artifacts? 
 

We are collecting copies for our archives. 

Please scan in the photo’s or papers and email them to 

Pat@betaalpha.com 
 

If  you can’t scan them let us know and we can arrange to scan them 
and return the items to you. 

Photo’s, meeting minutes, newspaper articles, etc.. 
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   Founders Day Celebration     

Sunday Nov 8th, 2009   1pm-6pm 

$85/ Brother in Advance     $100/ Brother at Registration    

Fernandes Steak House 152-170 Fleming Ave. Newark NJ 07105                 
(In The Banquet Rm. Across Chapel St from Main Restaurant)   Sit Down Dinner with 13 
appetizers, Soup, & Choice of Rodizio, Grilled Salmon, Or Chicken Breast w/shrimp Dish, 
Desert Table with Coffee, Espresso, Cappuccino.  Domestic Beer, House Wine, Sangria, & 

Soda Included. 

A special Meet and Greet with MR. PI KAPPA PHI 2009          
our very own Jim Krucher 

Bring your Favorite Beta Alpha Story and Tell Your Brothers! 

RSVP with Payment By Nov 1st 2009  

Make Check Out to: Beta Alpha Chapter of Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity 

Mail to : Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity Beta Alpha Chapter                                   
P.O. Box 4906  Clifton, NJ 07015-4906 

Remember to include your Name & BA # on your Check. 

Please send a copy of this form with your RSVP 

“Mail Your Payment in 

By November 1st to 

Take advantage of  The  

Discounted Ticket 

Price!” 

BETA  ALPHA  MEMEROBILIA . . .   
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MR .  P I  KAPPA  PHI  2009  CONTINUED . . .  

son. He was our alumni social director and leader in many 
ways. Al Brown was always at Pi Kapp College and Supreme 
Chapter. He was constantly planting seeds with all of us to 
stay active and participate in National Events. I remember one 
night at a convention in San Francisco. The Beta Alpha contin-
gent was up very late at night. Al Brown (who never slept dur-
ing a convention) suggested to John Lee and myself that we 
could someday also serve on the National Council. Both of us 
laughed at him and told him he was crazy. Al Brown was the 
Bridge Builder for us.  The reason we have so many Nu Phi 

members from our chapter is due to Al Brown’s influence.” 

 

Q:    When did you start serving the Fraternity on a national Q:    When did you start serving the Fraternity on a national Q:    When did you start serving the Fraternity on a national Q:    When did you start serving the Fraternity on a national 

scale?scale?scale?scale?    

A:A:A:A: “Again it was Al Brown during the late 70’s. At that 
time, I was President of the North Jersey Alumni Association. Al 
Brown asked me to serve on a National Alumni Committee 
that was making recommendations to the National Council 
regarding Alumni activities and programming.  I worked with 
some other alumni from other chapters from our area includ-
ing Keith Sheppard from Drexel’s Alpha Upsilon Chapter. That 

is what got me started. 

 A few years later, then Area Governor Steve DePalma 
asked me to serve as Chapter Advisor for a new group his 
brother Lenny DePalma was starting at Seton Hall University. 

The rest is history.” 

    

Q:  Q:  Q:  Q:      What is your Advice to newly graduating Beta Alphas?What is your Advice to newly graduating Beta Alphas?What is your Advice to newly graduating Beta Alphas?What is your Advice to newly graduating Beta Alphas?    

A:A:A:A: “First, never ever miss a Founders Day on the second 
Sunday in November. It is the only day of the year where all 
Beta Alphas come together. It is  one day a year and is a very 
special Beta Alpha tradition. Make this your day to remember 
your Beta Alpha brothers! Please try to reconnect with a 
pledge brother and bring him to Founders Day. By the way, 
Founders Day is also a great way to network when looking for 

employment. 

 Second, call Pat Guerra B 908-355-3335 and volun-
teer to help the Beta Alpha Board of Overseers.    Now more 

than ever we need more people helping out. 

    Thirdly, we are entering a very critical period in Beta 
Alpha history. The next three years will determine the future of 
the Chapter at NJIT. Please get involved now.  We simply do 
not have enough volunteers at this time to insure Beta Alpha 

has a future at NJIT.” 

 

Q:Q:Q:Q:    How has Pi Kappa Phi influenced your life?How has Pi Kappa Phi influenced your life?How has Pi Kappa Phi influenced your life?How has Pi Kappa Phi influenced your life?    

A:A:A:A: “Joining Pi Kappa Phi was certainly one of the wisest 
decisions I ever made.  I could probably right a book about my 

positive experiences but let me mention a few. 

 First, there are many Beta Alphas that are very close 

friends. Since I graduated college, the only people I still 
see on a consistent basis from my undergraduate years 

are Beta Alphas. 

 Secondly, I have friends from all over the country. 
I have met great people at every volunteer level. We have 
great people involved at all regional and national levels. Pi 
Kappa Phi has truly become the Fraternity that all others 
look up to and follow. I would encourage every Beta Alpha 

to participate on the local, regional and national level. 

 Thirdly, there have been many unique experi-
ences which have been the result of continued involve-
ment. For example, at a Pi Kappa Phi Foundation event in 
Chicago, I was able to see a Cubs baseball game at Wrig-
ley Field from a Sky Box. I probably have a hundred of 

these unique experiences. 

 I once found a job as a direct result of attending 
Founders Day. I got the job lead at Founders Day and this 

led to a very lucrative consulting assignment. 

 As a young alumnus, working with other volun-
teers helped me develop my professional and people 
skills. Lessons learned from my fraternity experience, cer-
tainly helped me to be a better manager in my working 

environment.” 

 

Q:Q:Q:Q:    Jim, How about some closing thoughts?Jim, How about some closing thoughts?Jim, How about some closing thoughts?Jim, How about some closing thoughts?    

A:          “A:          “A:          “A:          “Yes, we need more Beta Alphas to step forward 

now and get involved! 

 I want to thank all the Members of the Beta Alpha 
Board of Overseers for all the hard work they have done 
and are doing.  John Pugliesi, John Lee, Bill Nichols, and 
Pat Guerra need special recognition for their unbelievable 
dedication to Beta Alpha. I also want to thank many of our 
other alumni who have donated their time for the better-
ment of NJIT. Guys like Joe Manfredi and Ted Cassera 
have been involved at the school for many years serving in 
various boards. They simply do not get enough credit for 

their efforts. 

  

I hope to see many of you in Boston on June 5-7 for the Pi 

Kappa Phi Foundation Reunion. It should be a lot of fun. 

Lastly, being a member of this fraternity has truly been a 
wonderful journey for me. I encourage all alumni to get 

involved or stay involved. 

 

Beta Alpha Forever!.....”Beta Alpha Forever!.....”Beta Alpha Forever!.....”Beta Alpha Forever!.....”    

JK  BA 341JK  BA 341JK  BA 341JK  BA 341    
    

Continued from PG 1 



P I  KAPPA  PHI  SUMMER  REUNION  

ANNUAL  ALUMNI  CONTRIBUTION  INVOICE  

“… Your generous 
donations allow us to 
keep you informed 
and in touch with the 
chapter on a global 

level....” 
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 This year’s Annual Contributions 
are now due.  These Voluntary annual 
contributions go toward covering the costs 
of items such as this newsletter The Beta 
Alpha Alumni News as well as other mail-
ings and BA events.  
 The alumni board has no income 
other than these contributions. All money 
paid by undergraduates via room rentals 
of the chapter house go directly into the 
house’s operating budget with zero left 
over at the end of the year for anything 
other than maintenance. 
 Events like founders day are 

priced to cover the basic costs and are not 
considered fundraisers.   
 Money that has been donated to 
the chapter’s investment/scholarship 
funds or building fund are invested in 
those funds and can not be used for items 
such as this newsletter. 
 Your generous donations allow us 
to keep you informed and in touch with 
the chapter on a global level. 
 Thank you for your Annual Con-
tribution and if you have any questions at 
all please do not hesitate to ask. 

Pat Guerra    

Annual Contribution Level 
Blue & Gold  $25.00_____ 

Black Diamond $40.00_____ 

Crossed Swords $75.00_____ 

Order of the Lamp$150.00_____ 

Please indicate your Giving level and remit with this form to: 

Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity Beta Alpha Chapter  
P.O. Box 4906 

Clifton, NJ 07015-4906 
Future Annual Invoices will appear in this Newsletter, thank you for your contribution. 

 The Pi Kappa Phi Foundation has started a tradi-
tion of an “Off Year Event” known as the Foundation 
Summer Reunion. The first one was held in Las Vegas 
and the last one was in Chicago. In Chicago we were 
treated to a private box at Wrigley Field. 

 This year the Summer Reunion will be held in 
Boston. The date is June 4-7th. As many of you know 
Boston is an awesome city for both singles and families. 
There is history galore all within walking distance. The 
hated Red Sox will be in town playing the Texas Rangers. 

 This Summer Reunion will be extra special for 
Beta Alpha. Jim Krucher will receive the honor of being 
named Mr. Pi Kappa Phi 2009 in Boston. He will be join-
ing the ranks of Steve DePalma and Al Brown as Mr. Pi 
Kappa Phi. This is our opportunity to support a fellow 
Beta Alpha Chapter Brother as well as meet alumni from 
all over the country. 

 Join us in Boston, who knows maybe we can get a 
tour over to the Massachusetts Bay Brewing Company and 
sample some fine Harpoon Ale. 

 

Yours in Pi Kappa Phi 

Dave White 

National Chaplain 

 

Go to the following link for more info: 

http://www.pikapp.org/Calendar/eventdetails.cfm?
eventid=926 

 

Or contact Tom Atwood for more info: 

Tatwood@pikapp.org 
 



NORTH  JERSEY  ALUMNI  CHAPTER   

    For an extra $1000/ Semester you receive a 12 month contract.  This allows you to live in your 
dorm room all year round including the winter and summer breaks. 

FT Tuition in state per semester $5250 + $991 fees + $125 parking + $278 health ins. 

Meal Plans per semester range from $1038-$2088 www.NJIT.edu 

2009 Schedule2009 Schedule2009 Schedule2009 Schedule    
Meetings are held the 1st Wed of  the month 

All ΠΚΦΠΚΦΠΚΦΠΚΦ Brothers are Welcome to Attend our Social Gatherings. 

Beta  Alpha Alumni  News 

NJIT Room Rates Per SemesterNJIT Room Rates Per SemesterNJIT Room Rates Per SemesterNJIT Room Rates Per Semester    

Cypress Hall:    Double Room $3340 

Laurel Hall:     Double Room $3340 

Oak Hall: Double Room $3340 

Redwood Hall: Double Room $3145 

All Single Room: $3900  
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2008-2009 NJIT ROOM  RATES  

May 6, 2009May 6, 2009May 6, 2009May 6, 2009 Famished Frog, 14 Washington St., Morristown, NJ (973)  
  540-9601 (Located right off the Green in Central Morristown) 

June 3, 2009June 3, 2009June 3, 2009June 3, 2009  Kelly's Corner Tavern, Route 35, Neptune, NJ  (732) 775-9517 

 

July 24, 2009July 24, 2009July 24, 2009July 24, 2009  Annual Blow Off the Boss Day Friday.  Take the day off from 
              work and do something with your fraternity brothers. 

August 5, 2009   August 5, 2009   August 5, 2009   August 5, 2009   Outback Steakhouse, Rt 22 West, Green Brook, NJ 

 

September 2, 2009September 2, 2009September 2, 2009September 2, 2009 Old Man Rafferty's, Route 206 South, Hillsborough, NJ, 
   across from Lowe's. 

 

October 7, 2009October 7, 2009October 7, 2009October 7, 2009 Jose Tejas Restaurant, 700 US Highway 1, Iselin  
   (Woodbridge), NJ 08830  732-283-3883 

 

November 8, 2009November 8, 2009November 8, 2009November 8, 2009 Founder's Day 

December 2, 2009December 2, 2009December 2, 2009December 2, 2009 Outback Steakhouse, Rt 22 West, Green Brook, NJ 

Our meetings are simple getOur meetings are simple getOur meetings are simple getOur meetings are simple get----togethers of fraternity brothers and old friends.  togethers of fraternity brothers and old friends.  togethers of fraternity brothers and old friends.  togethers of fraternity brothers and old friends.  
Share some stories or Complain about your boss!   Stop by one of our future dates Share some stories or Complain about your boss!   Stop by one of our future dates Share some stories or Complain about your boss!   Stop by one of our future dates Share some stories or Complain about your boss!   Stop by one of our future dates 

the worst you could do  is make some new friends. the worst you could do  is make some new friends. the worst you could do  is make some new friends. the worst you could do  is make some new friends.     

NEW JERSEY INSTITUTENEW JERSEY INSTITUTENEW JERSEY INSTITUTENEW JERSEY INSTITUTE    

OF TECHNOLOGYOF TECHNOLOGYOF TECHNOLOGYOF TECHNOLOGY    



Are you on our Email List? 

Only important  

announcements are sent.   

************* 
UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate your Email By Logging 

on to our website 

Www.BetaAlpha.comWww.BetaAlpha.comWww.BetaAlpha.comWww.BetaAlpha.com    
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J IM  KRUCHER  IN  ACTION . . .  

See these Pics  in color at  www.betaalpha.com in the Newsletter section 



• Jim is currently serving on the Alumni Board for 
Epsilon Theta Chapter at Seton Hall University and 
Beta Alpha Chapter at NJIT.  In addition, he is 
serving on the National Expansion Committee 
helping plan for the future growth and expansion of 
the Fraternity. 

 
• Jim was the first Chapter Advisor for Epsilon Theta 

Chapter at Seton Hall 
University and has been 
advising this chapter for 
the past 29 years.  Jim 
was voted into the Epsi-
lon Theta Chapter Hall 
of Fame in December 
2003. 

 
• Jim has been a facilita-

tor at Pi Kapp College 
many times and served 
on numerous National 
Committees. 

 
• Jim has served four 

terms on the National 
Council of Pi Kappa 
Phi. He served as area governor for many years.  
He was one of only two people to receive the Area 
Governor of the Year Award 3 times.  He is the 
only person to receive the award for two consecu-
tive years.  Durward Owen has stated 
in print and verbally that Jim is 
“most likely the Best Area Governor 
ever”. 

 
• For his efforts to add more Pi Kappa 

Phi Chapters in his Region, he re-
ceived the Beta Circle Award in 
1992.  Jim managed to add 15 new 
Chapters to his Area while Area 
Governor from 1985-1992. This was 
the greatest expansion effort for any 
single Area in Pi Kappa Phi History.   
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J IM  KRUCHER ’S  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

• As a member of Nu Phi, Jim has attended 17 Su-
preme Chapters and has assisted at the Chartering 
of 23 new Chapters for Pi Kappa Phi.  

 
• In 1974, Jim helped reorganize and run the North 

Jersey Alumni Chapter of Pi Kappa Phi. He served 
the organization for ten years and was President 
three times. He is a former President of the Beta 

Alpha Chapter Board of 
Overseers. 

 
• He has been a volunteer 
for our fraternity for over 35 
years. He is still very active 
with all local Chapters.  Jim 
helped in re-chartering Al-
pha Xi Chapter as a vibrant 
chapter at St. John’s Univer-
sity.  

 
• Jim received the Pi 
Kappa Phi Merit Citation 
Award in 2002. 

 

 

 

• January 2009 Jim is named Mr. Pi Kappa Phi 
for 2009 by the National Council. 

Jim Krucher (center) holding court at a Beta Alpha 
Founders Day 



     Pi Kappa Phi’s commitment to leadership dates back more than 100 years 
to our humble roots at the College of Charleston where our founders exempli-
fied leadership in the classroom, on the athletic field, in campus politics and 
within the community. Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity was founded to further create 
leadership opportunities—by men who made the choice to lead. Today, on 
more than 144 campuses across America, Pi Kappa Phi has broadened its com-
mitment to building men who are leaders by choice.  

   We Will Lead! 
     The expression of shared values and ideals as contained in the Ritual of Ini-
tiation, Supreme Law and Fraternity policy; The pursuit of brotherhood 
through scholarship, leadership, service and social experiences; The achieve-
ment of personal excellence in each member and collective excellence in our 
Fraternity; A lifelong brotherhood of its members. 

Official Site of Pi Kappa Phi 

WWW.PIKAPP.ORGWWW.PIKAPP.ORGWWW.PIKAPP.ORGWWW.PIKAPP.ORG    

Official Site of Beta Alpha 

WWW.BetaAlpha.COMWWW.BetaAlpha.COMWWW.BetaAlpha.COMWWW.BetaAlpha.COM    

Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity 
Beta Alpha Chapter  
P.O.Box 4906 
Clifton, NJ 07015-4906 

M I S S ION  STATEMENT  OF  P I  KAPPA  PHI  
NATIONAL  FRATERNITY  


